
CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU No 1 0—291

HONOLULU, HAWAII

RESOLUTION

NAMING THE GYM IN WHITMORE COMMUNITY PARK THE TORAO AND SUMIE
MATSUMOTO GYM.

WHEREAS, subsections (e) and (f) of Sec. 22-9.5 of the Revised Ordinances of
Honolulu 1990,as amended (“ROH”), states:

(e) All naming or renamingof city parks, sites or facilities or any portion
thereofshallbe by resolutionby the council of theCity and County of
Honolulu. Approval for theerectionor placementof permanentmemorials
shall be by resolution,providedthatan appropriatebudgetordinancehas
beenenactedwhererequired.

(f) The council may, on its own motion, designateanamefor a newor
existing park, site, facility, oranyportion thereof, or memorial,consistent
with the requirementssetforth herein,by adoptionof anappropriate
resolution;

and

WHEREAS, additionally, ROH Sec.22-9.3statesthat, “in exceptionalcases,a
newor existing park, site, facility or any portion thereofmaybe namedfor a person,or
for a belief, ideal, conceptor historicaleventof significanceto thecommunity, city,
nationor world”; and

WHEREAS,Torao Matsumoto(“Torao”) wasborn in Kumamoto,Japanon
February20, 1901,movedto the island of Maui in thefall of 1902,and later relocatedto
Waialua,Oahu,five yearslater; and

WHEREAS, SumieMiike (“Sumie”) wasborn in Kumamoto,Japanon March 19,
1901, spentherchildhood in Japan,and arrived in Hawaii on April 2, 1921 asa picture
bridefor Torao;and

WHEREAS, ToraoandSumiewere marriedon October24, 1921,andmovedto
Kemoo Campto work for the HawaiianPineappleCompany;and

WHEREAS, in 1923,Torao boughta store in KemooCamp, naming it theT.
MatsumotoStore,andeventuallyToraoandSumiequit theirwork at the Hawaiian
PineappleCompanyto focus on thestore;and
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WHEREAS, between1927and 1932, Toraoand Sumiebecamethe proud
parentsoffour sonsnamedHisashi,Toraki, Takeo,and Harold,who all helpedtheir
parentsat thestorewhen theywereold enough;and

WHEREAS, in 1941, Torao boughtanotherstoreat KaukonahuaCampandalso
namedit theT. MatsumotoStore; and

WHEREAS, in 1952, in orderto makeroom for pineapplefields, thevarious
campswere combinedto form WhitmoreVillage, whereTorao andSumiemoved and
lived for the restof their lives; and

WHEREAS, in WhitmoreVillage, Toraobuilt anotherT. MatsumotoStore,
changingthenameto WhitmoreSupermarketin 1956afterastoreexpansion;and

WHEREAS, theMatsumotoswere known to extendcreditto theplantation
workers,and oftenforgavethedebtof strugglingfamilies; and

WHEREAS, ToraoandSumieretiredin the 1960s,althoughtheycontinuedto
keepactive in thestoreoperations;and

WHEREAS, ToraoandSumiewerevery active in theWhitmoreSeniorCitizens
Club, WahiawaRainbowClub, Wahiawa-WaialuaKumamotoKenjinkai,Wahiawa
Kojukai, WahiawaNichiren Mission andvariousotherorganizations;and

WHEREAS, in 1976 ,Toraowaschosenby the City andCountyof Honoluluas
an OutstandingSeniorCitizen; and

WHEREAS, Toraopassedawayon October3, 1981 andSumiepassedaway
sevenmonthslater,on May 24, 1982;and

WHEREAS, thecouncil feelsthat naminga park facility afterToraoandSumie
Matsumotowould beanappropriateway to honorthecontributionsthatthey madeto
theWhitmoreVillage community; and

WHEREAS, WhitmoreCommunityPark is a 0.92-acrepark locatedat 1259
WhitmoreAvenue,Wahiawa,Hawaii,with variousfacilities including a gym; now,
therefore,

BE IT RESOLVEDby the Council of the City andCountyof Honolulu thatthe
gym at WhitmoreCommunityParkbe renamedtheTorao andSumieMatsumotoGym;
and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDthatthe council requeststhe city administrationto
erectappropriatesignageandapprovestheplacementof suchsignageat the park; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVEDthatcopiesof this Resolutionbetransmittedto the
mayor,thedirectorof parksand recreation,andthefamily of thelateToraoand Sumie
Matsumoto.

DATE OF INTRODUCTION:

Honolulu, Hawaii Councilmembers
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CERTIFICATE

Introduced: 10/04/10 By: DONOVAN DELA CRUZ

RESOLUTION 10-291

Committee: PUBLIC SAFETY AND
SERVICES

Title RESOLUTION NAMING THE GYM IN WHITMORE COMMUNITY PARK THE TORAO AND SUMIE
MATSUMOTO GYM.

PUBLIC SAFETY
AND SERVICES

10/07/10 CR-342 — RESOLUTION REPORTED OUT OF COMMITTEE FOR ADOPTION.

COUNCIL 10/13/10 CR-342 AND RESOLUTION 10-291 WERE ADOPTED.

ANDERSON Y APO Y CACHOLA Y DELACRUZ Y DONOHUE Y

GARCIA Y KOBAYASHI Y OKINO A TAM Y

hereby certify that the above is a true record of action by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu on this RESOLUTION.
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BERNICE K. N. MAU, CITY CLERK


